
HCCRC Weekly Newsletter March 15, 2020 

If you have any announcements or requests to be placed in the newsletter please send the request to:  

hccrc.office@gmail.com or place in the Administrative Assistant mailbox at the back of the church by 

Thursday noon.  

Sunday March 15, we welcome Ted Bootsma to our service. 

We are in the season of Lent.  During these weeks we are creating a piece of “messy art” on an old 

door at the front of the sanctuary.  In church we share our sometimes-messy lives with God and 

with one another.  Today when you came in you were invited to pick up scraps of brown paper and 

write on them things that disturb or distress you.  We’ve got more paper if you missed it, and you’re 

welcome to grab more than one scrap of paper!  During our time of confession, we’ll paste these 

scraps to the door.  If you are comfortable joining us at the front to glue them on, please come. If 

you’d rather give someone else your paper and just watch, that is also fine.   

Special Occasions in our Church Family: 

Happy Anniversary to:  Roger and Sue Hogeveen 

Our second offering this week is for the Calvin Theological Seminary. 

Our second offering next week is for the Hagersville Food Bank. 

Upcoming events:   

              

              Alpha @ HCCRC, March 16 6:30 pm 

   Community Dinner @ Hagersville Community Centre, March 20, 5:30pm 

                                  Deacons Dinner March 28 @ HCCRC,  

            Teen Challenge @ HCCRC March 29th!  Soup Sunday 

            Refugees of Hope meeting March 30 @ Jarvis CRC, 7:30 pm, all welcome!  

              Membership/Congregational meeting March 31, 7:00pm 

                                    HDCH Praise Team April 5  

              Grand River Leadership Prayer Breakfast April 25 @ Fisherville Lions Hall 

 

Some unexpected things to give up for Lent. 

1. First place in line. 

2. The last piece of pie. 

3. Second thoughts about commitments. 

4. “Just five minutes more” (when they keep you from friends). 

5. The last word. 

6. A five minute well-justified rant about the way that person mistreated you… 

7. The second coffee treat in a week. 

8. Fifty cents a day. (It adds up to $15 a month and over a year and with 100 other people, gives a village in 

Africa water.) 

    9. Three scowls. 

10. A second helping. 

    11. My will (Help me follow Jesus and say, “Your will instead, dear God.”) 
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Please mark your calendars and plan to attend the Spring Membership/Congregational meeting, March 31, 

2020!!  Anyone who is a leader of a ministry program (Coffee Break, Study groups, Prayer groups Community 

Breakfast, Care director etc), please send a report to Davis Miedema to include in his report to the membership.  

 

Refugees of Hope:  Over the next several weeks we will be reading some testimonials from the committee and 

comments from some of our refugees. 

This weeks contribution: 

During my time on the refugee of Hope Committee, I personally have not had the privilege to have a lot of 

interaction with our refugees.  But I can testify to how this experience has positively impacted my life.  Just 

from listening to the experiences of the tremendous journeys they have all faced.  Running for their lives, saying 

good bye to all family and friends, sacrificing safety, freedom and everything they have ever known to stand up 

proudly to profess their love and faith in God our Saviour.  It is truly a lesson we can all learn from, to love the 

Lord our God without fear, no matter what the circumstances in life we are faced with.  Always trust in Him, he 

will provide comfort and refuge. 

 

The new coronavirus scares us.  Should we be stock-piling toilet paper?  (No.)  Should we cancel church 

services? (Not at the moment.)  Should we be careful to wash our hands well and stay home when 

sick?  (Yes.)  Should we be praying?  (Always!)  The new coronavirus is challenging our world – but it isn’t a 

new type of challenge.  How should Christians respond?  Medical student Emmy Yang shares her thoughts in 

an article titled: “Is It Faithful to Flee an Epidemic? What Martin Luther Teaches Us About 

Coronavirus.”  (Christianity Today magazine.) 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/january-web-only/martin-luther-coronavirus-wuhan-chinese-new-

year-christians.html 

 

March Break VBS at Maranatha CRC York.  Daily March 16 to March 20, 2020, 9:00 am to 11:30 am.  Free 

for ages 4 to 12 years old (already in JK).  Questions: contact: office@maranathacrcyork.ca or call 

905.765.4114. 

 

Gleaners Fundraising Dinner – Friday April 17th, 2020.  Doors open at 6:00pm @ Waterloo Region Police 

association, 1128 Rife Road, Cambridge.  Enjoy: Updates from around the world and a fill dinner and desser.  

Tickets: $35.00/person or $280/table of 8, $350/table of 10.  To Order your tickets online:  

www.OntarioGleaners.org  (click on What’s Happening) or By Phone: 519.624.8245.  (Order your tickets by 

April 1, 2020)  As ticket prices cover the cost of the dinner, and opportunity will be given to donate financially 

to the Gleaners.  

 

HDCH Spring Fundraiser Dinner 

Join us at the Spring Fundraiser Dinner on March 28th and support the September 2020 launch of the Life Skills 

Pathways Initiative, designed for our students with cognitive disabilities, so they can thrive as members of the 

HDCH learning community through specialized programming. 

Tickets:  Early Bird Tickets (available until March 13th, 2020) – $80 each 

Regular Priced Tickets (available March 14th–23rd, 2020) – $90 each 

Late registrations (after March 23rd, 2020) may be accommodated if there are cancellations 

 

Curious about classical Christian education? Oak Hill Academy, a new Christian school in Hamilton invites 

you to experience an Oak Hill lesson first hand from First CRC member, Mrs. Sandra Zuidema. Join us March 

27 at 7:30-9:30pm (1326 Butter Road West, Ancaster) to experience a taste of Art and Nature Study, hear about 

the school, and have your questions answered. Enrollment for 2020/2021 JK-Grade 6 is open! RSVP 

to admin@oakhillhamilton.ca. For more information about the school, please visit www.oakhillhamilton.ca   
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Oak Hill Academy, a new Christian school in Hamilton, invites you to join us at our annual fundraising gala on 

Thursday, April 16 to hear some answers from First CRC member, Dr. Deani VanPelt, Director of Edvance. For 

tickets and more info visit http://oakhillhamilton.ca/annual-gala/  

 

Dear Congregation: Thank you for partnering with your missionaries and ministry leaders in mission! In Acts 

13, Barnabas and Paul are gathered with prophets and teachers in the church at Antioch when the Holy Spirit 

calls them to serve: “While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me 

Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’ So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed 

their hands on them and sent them off.” You are serving God’s kingdom in the same way as the people who 

supported Barnabas and Paul—who sent them out to proclaim the word of God. Your faithful giving is sending 

Resonate missionaries, church planters, campus ministers, and other ministry leaders in North America and 

around the world. Together, you are spreading the gospel! You are a part of God’s mission: you are a sender! 

Your faithful giving fuels ministry happening both here at home and far away. You have a profound impact on 

lives and communities as people encounter and embrace God’s love. The good news is reverberating throughout 

the world because of your gift—thank you for giving. In Christ, Kevin DeRaaf,  Acting Canada Director 

 

Haldimand Pregnancy Care & Family Centre is holding the 16th Annual Spring Banquet on Saturday 

28th March 5.45pm at Dunnville Christian School, Robinson Road, Dunnville.  We are excited to 

have Faytene speaking this year, together with testimonials from the Centre.  Faytene has a TV show and has 

spoken into many of the life issues facing our country today.  You can find her on Facebook 

at Faytenetv or https://www.faytene.tv/ For more information and tickets @ $30 per person, please 

contact carol@haldimandpcfc.org or call 905 774 1228 

A Spring High Tea - Beginnings Family Services presents A Spring High Tea on Saturday, May 2nd with a 

Tea, Savoury Sandwiches, Desserts & Silent Auction. Doors open at 12:30 pm at Rehoboth United Reformed 

Church, 77 Glancaster Rd, Ancaster, ON. Tickets are $30 each or $200 for a table of 8. You can purchase your 

tickets at www.beginnings.ca/special-events/ or by calling 905-528-6665. We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Haldimand Pregnancy Care and Family Centre:  We are searching for childcare volunteers for our nursery 

for our Growing Together Mom’s Group in Caledonia .This group provides a place for moms to connect, 

receive support, work on parenting and life skills and have a much-needed break.  The group takes place at the 

Caledonia Congregational Church every Thursday afternoon from 1 – 3 pm during the school year. Training is 

provided.  Please contact Kim at 905-765-0228 or kim@haldimandpcfc.org for more details. Thank you. 

The Grand River Leadership Prayer Breakfast will be held on April 25, 2020, beginning at 8:00 am.  More 

information can be found on the poster located on the bulletin board or talk to Davis Miedema to obtain tickets 

to this event.                               

JCCS TRIP DAYS – gift cards will be available on Thursdays from 9:00 – 10:30 am with the exception of 

March 19. 

 

 JCCS Kindergarten Try-It Day on Tuesday, March 31, 2020 - if you or someone you know is desiring 

Christian Education and has a child entering Kindergarten, please contact the JCCS office about sending their 

child to "try-out" JCCS for a morning.  Reserve your spot by emailing us at info@jdcs.ca.  Our G1-8 Try-It day 

is coming soon! 

Teen Challenge Men’s Choir Gala:  London Convention Centre – RBC Place, 300 York St., London.  Doors 

open 5:30, Dinner 6:00pm. Tickets: $60.00. Purchase tickts no later than April 17th by calling 519.652.7343 or 

online @ www.tclondon.ca  

 

LIBERTAS MALE CHOIR IN CONCERT - International Commemoration of 75 Years of Liberation. Join 

us in Brampton or Hamilton: April 15, 2020 at 7:00 PM at HOLLAND CHRISTIAN HOMES (7900 
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McLaughlin Rd, Brampton - corner of Steeles and McLaughlin - Tickets are sold at “Sonya’s Store and 

available at the door) and April 16, 2020 at 7:30 PM @ REHOBOTH UNITED REFORMED CHURCH (77 

Glancaster Rd, Ancaster, ON - Tickets are sold at Dutch Toko, or available at the door). Director: Martin Mans. 

Piano: Naomi Van Manen. Organ: Ryan Vandenberg. To order tickets by phone: 905 522 0001 

www.libertasvoices.com 

 

Hymnfest will be on Sunday evening, April 5, at 6:00pm, here at Ancaster Christian Reformed Church.  Mark 

your calendars for this service of praise with John Vanderlaan at the organ, Mary DeVries at the piano and 

Jason Taekema on trumpet 

 

Walking Alongside Caregivers - Disability Concerns' Annual Canada Conference is quickly approaching! It 

will take place on April 25, 2020 at Community CRC in Kitchener, Ontario. The focus will be Walking 

Alongside Caregivers: Navigating the emotional landscape of caregivers and identifying practical ways to 

support them. Visit crcna.org/disability to register. 

Spring Concert - April 3, 2020  

The Redeemer University Music Department presents its final performance of the academic year! A freewill 

offering will be taken. For more information, visit: redeemer.ca/spring-concert 

The Seafarers newsletter is attached for your information 

 

Career opportunities with CRCNA –: Visit www.crcna.org/jobs for a detailed descriptions.  

 

Haldimand Pregnancy Care & Family Centre is looking for a Summer Student to help with our Summer Camps 

in Dunnville and Caledonia, Child Care & Fundraising events as well as general help around the Centres.  If 

you are aged 18 to 30 years please email your resume and a cover letter to carol@haldimandpcfc.org.  
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