
The building is closed, but the church is not – March 29, 2020 
Sharing worship from a distance with Hagersville Community CRC  
 

Let us live out our love in sharing prayers and thoughts while we’re apart! 
Scroll down for the details.  This week’s HC CRC worship guide includes… 

• a song Kelly chose for us to listen to and reflect on.  
• links to several church services 
• An update on the “messy door” for Lent 
• a one-paragraph mini-message 
• a prayer to share together 
   

A song to for us all to listen to:  “Death was Arrested” by Seth Condrey 
  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uMsMiluCUUI 

What does the phrase “death was arrested” suggest to you?  
Is there an idea from this song that catches your attention?  Why?  At the end of the song, pause to thank 
Jesus for “the ransom He  faithfully bore.”  Is there a song you’d like to recommend?  Send us the link or the 
title of the YouTube video!  If you can, add 1 or 2 sentences explaining how God spoke to you through it.   

 

Many churches are posting Sunday morning worship services on-line.  This gives us the opportunity 
to “go to church” with friends and relatives while we stay at home.  (Watch for where God touches your 
heart and discuss it with your family!)  This is also the opportunity to fellowship with believers far away.   
We are part of Christ’s world-wide people, all suffering this pandemic. 
• Brantford CRC  live-streams at 10 am Sunday and archives past services.  https://www.hopecrc.ca/ 
• Community CRC Kitchener keeps 3 weeks of messages posted.  https://www.ccrc.on.ca/sermons  
• The Tapestry CRC (The Tap) in Richmond, BC, is a multi-ethnic multi-site congregation, which video-tapes 

a Sunday service.  They are available with a tap at https://www.thetapestry.ca/ 
• York CRC (Maranatha) live streams on Sunday at 10 am    http://www.maranathacrcyork.ca/ 

 

The Lent door gets messier and messier, symbolizing the sins God sees in us and how Jesus came to clear 
them up.  Dirty handprints, tabs of bright tape, scraps of paper, old leaves…  Check the church FB page the 
attachment or to see what Tracy added for this Sunday.  Read Psalm 103:13-18. 

 https://www.facebook.com/hagersvillecommunitycrc/ 

 
 
How do we live out our faith in an anxious time?  Have you heard someone ask, “How long do you think 

this will last?”  We want to know what to plan for!  We are people who like to plan and are good at 
planning. And now that’s hard.  We don’t know how long COVID-19 will be wildly spreading.  We don’t 
know who will fall ill – some have friends and family members who are already ill.  We don’t know what 
tomorrow will bring.  But when we can’t plan, we can still prepare.  The first thing to prepare is your heart.  
Find new ways to pray, and pray throughout your day.  “…in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Phil 4:6b-7) The peace of God doesn’t show up because 
we refuse to be anxious, but because in the midst of anxiety, we show up praying with thanksgiving and 
petitions to our faithful Saviour.   

 
 



Praying together:   
Loving Father, when we aren’t sure, help us to be calm.   
Open our hearts to your lessons.  Help us to know your presence today and let us lean into your 
promises to never leave or forsake us.  We lift to you friends who have often shared the pews near 
us (name HC CRC friends and more) 
To those who are scared, give courage   To those who those who must go out and work, give 
protection,  for those who are sick, provide healing.  We lift to you all who struggle against  
this new virus: doctors and nurses, technicians and janitors, care-givers, government officials and 
more.  For those whose jobs and plans are in chaos we pray.  Make us patient when we should 
watch and wait.  Open our hearts to love others even when we can only show it at a distance.  
Help us, God that we may reflect your love.   
In the name of Jesus our healer & helper we pray.  Amen 

 
Are there other ideas that you think could help the HC CRC folks worship together on Sunday 
mornings when we’re apart?   What are the ways that God lifts your heart during this troubling 
time?  Please share those items: nvlettinga@yahoo.ca or 250-612-8670 



Alone in my sorrow and dead in my sin 
Lost without hope with no place to begin 
Your love made a way to let mercy come in 
When death was arrested and my life began 
 
Ash was redeemed only beauty remains 
My orphan heart was given a name 
My mourning grew quiet my feet rose to dance 
When death was arrested and my life began 
 
Oh, Your grace so free 
Washes over me 
You have made me new 
Now life begins with You 
It's your endless love 
Pouring down on us 
You have made us new 
Now life begins with You 
 
Released from my chains I'm a prisoner no more 
My shame was a ransom He faithfully bore 
He cancelled my debt and He called me His friend 
When death was arrested and my life began 
 
Oh, Your grace so free 
Washes over me 
You have made me new 
Now life begins with You 
It's your endless…  

 


